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The Limerick
The limerick is, simply, a funny five-line story told in verse that has a particular pattern of rhyme and rhythm. 
Example:
Hickory Dickory Dock,
The mouse ran up the clock.
The clock struck one,
The mouse ran down!
Hickory Dickory Dock.


The Elements Of Limericks
· There are five lines total. 
· Rhyming scheme (a a b b a):

· Lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyme

· Lines 3 and 4 rhyme.
· Number of syllables: Some of the examples in textbooks vary, but the number of syllables usually follow this pattern:
· Line 1= 8 syllables.

· Line 2= 8 syllables.

· Line 3= 5 syllables.

· Line 4= 5 syllables.

· Line 5= 8 syllables.
· Rhythm:
· Lines 1, 2, and 5 contain 3 accented beats.
· Lines 3 and 4 contain 2 accented beats.
· Humor (Optional): 
Limericks thrive on the lack of harmonious agreement between parts. They contain a broad humor that most students over 8 to 10 years old appreciate. Junior High age students seem to really appreciate the limerick form. Younger students, preschool to eight, really enjoy the rhythm and rhyme of the limerick. 

Examples:
There was an old man of Peru  (      ) ____
Who dreamt he was eating his shoe (      ) ____
     He woke in the night  (      ) ____
     With a terrible fright (      ) ____
To find it was perfectly true. (      ) ____
There was an Old Man in a tree,
Who was horribly bored by a Bee;
     When they said, 'Does it buzz?'
     He replied, 'Yes, it does!'
'It's a regular brute of a Bee!' 
There was a Young Lady of Ryde,
Whose shoe-strings were seldom untied.
     She purchased some clogs,
     And some small spotted dogs,
And frequently walked about Ryde. 
There was an Old Man of Kilkenny,
Who never had more than a penny;
     He spent all that money,
     In onions and honey,
That wayward Old Man of Kilkenny. 

Directions: Below compose two limerick rough drafts and then create final drafts for each limerick on separate sheets of computer paper.
ROUGH DRAFT#1:  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

ROUGH DRAFT#2:  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

**(This is your fifth rough draft & Final draft poem in your Poem Portfolio)**

