Guided Reading “Theory of Tragedy in the Poetics”

1. Label the paragraphs

2. Underline the definition of tragedy

3. Underline the imitation of an action

4. Underline the definition of plot

5. Underline the plot elements:

a. incentive moment

b. complication

c. climax

d. dénouement

e. resolution

6. Underline what the plot must have

a. Answer – the unity of action/cause and effect

b. Answer – the plot must be of a certain magnitude (lengthy and unified)

7. Uunderline the two labels of a plot

a. Answer – simple or complex 

8. Underline the purpose of character

9. Underline the definition of “tragic flaw”

10. Underline definition of “peripeteia”

11. Underline the qualities of a character

12. Underline the definition of thought

13. Underline the definition of diction

14. Underline the definition of song or melody

15. Underline the definition of spectacle

16. Underline the definition of catharsis

