English 12

The Tragedy of Hamlet, Act I

Writing Prompts – Respond to One (1)
 (20 points)

Exposition is defined as “the part of the story, usually near the beginning, in which the characters are introduced, the background is explained, and the setting is described”.  Consider how Shakespeare characterizes Hamlet, Claudius, or Polonius in Act I and write an essay in which you support your ideas with textual evidence. 

After reading Act I, discuss what you believe to be the significance of King Hamlet’s armor.  What “warlike” elements appear in Act I which help to establish the conflicts for the story?  Write a well-developed essay in which you examine how Shakespeare establishes conflicts in Act I.  Support your response with textual evidence from the play.
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