English 12


  

How do you define “Happiness?” 

Definition Essay
A definition essay defines a word, term, or concept in depth by providing a personal commentary on what the specific subject means.

I. Introduction

A. Attention getter

1. You may want to include the traditional or dictionary definition here to provide a basis for your personal definition.

2. You may want to open with a contradictory image to what would be your image to illustrate that definition.

B. Thesis: State how you define the term. If you can write the definition using specific points, you will find the definition easier to follow when writing the paper.

II. Body
A. Point one
1. The first part of your definition of the term.

2. Example to illustrate that point.

3. Analysis of how the example illustrates the point.
C. Point two

1. The second part of the definition of the term.

2. Example to illustrate that point.

3. Analysis of how the example illustrates the point.
D. Point three

1. The third part of the definition 

2. Example to illustrate that point.

3. Analysis of how the example illustrates the point.
E.  Etc.
III. Conclusion

A. Review your definition’s main points

B. Closing attention getter

1. Sometimes a reference back to the opening attention-getter is a good way of unifying the entire essay.

2. You may want to close with an explanation of how your definition has affected you.

*http://www.northland.cc.mn.us/owl/doing%20the%20definition%20essay.htm
