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Some art simply captures the spirit of its era.  The Great Gatsby is one such novel.  In The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s astutely portrays the decadence, social disparity, and disillusionment of the 1920’s.  The feverous era sandwiched between World War I and the Great Depression—known as the “Roaring Twenties” or “Jazz Age”—saw the rise of the automobile, women’s right to vote, urbanization, large-scale production and advertising of commercial goods, jazz music, movies, radio, and criminal activity centered around Prohibition.  While prosperity flourished for some, the American Dream was still maddeningly out of reach for many--especially immigrants, poor whites, and ethnic minorities.  

What happens when the human heart apprehends the emptiness of a dream?  In a 1924 letter, Fitzgerald claimed that the “whole burden of this novel [is] the loss of those illusions that give such color to the world so that you don’t care whether things are true or false so long as they partake of the magical glory.”

The Lost Generation

F. Scott Fitzgerald belonged to a group of expatriate writers living in Paris (including Earnest Hemingway, Gertrude Stein, and T. S. Eliot) known as “The Lost Generation.”  Witness to the horrors of World War I and disenchanted with mainstream American values and culture, these writers chronicled the aimlessness and disillusionment that beset those people coming of age during and after the war. 

What makes a generation?


What separates one generation from the next?  What makes a Baby Boomer different from a Gen X-er other than difference in age?  Why do different generations of people have such trouble seeing eye to eye?  

Fundamental differences of experience may be to blame.  A person who experienced the deprivation of the Great Depression may have a different set of values from someone who grew up in the relative prosperity of the 1950’s.  Likewise, a person who grew up always having access to personal information on the internet may feel very differently about issues of privacy than a person who was born before the internet was ever invented.  Each generation of people is born into a different world.  For those living in the 20th and 21st century—a time of great technological change and social upheaval--this is especially true.

What defines your generation?

Advertisers especially like to label and pigeon-hole each generation, pinning down the specific desires and concerns of potential consumers.  The generation of students now in high school has been called variously the “Internet Generation”, the “iGeneration”, the “Facebook Generation”, and “Generation Now.”  
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Task A: Quick-Response (quickly bullet your initial response to the following questions)

What events and experiences do you feel have shaped your generation?  
What are the defining characteristics of your generation?  
What is the prevailing attitude of your generation and what has influenced this attitude?
What label would you give your generation?  Explain why you picked this name and why it fits those born in your era.  

Task B:  Read the Wikipedia
 entry below.  Put a star by those descriptions you agree with.  Put a check by those descriptions that you disagree with or would modify.  After reading, be prepared to share your ideas about the accuracy of this description.  What is missing from this description?
The Internet generation is an emerging term in theoretical and popular discourse to denote the sub-generation branching off later-born members of Generation Y and early born members of The New Silent Generation , immediately following the Echo Boom Generation.[1] Born since the explosion of the home computer market in the mid-to-late 1990s, the defining cultural-historical event to distinguish this cohort is that its members spent their formative years in an age of the rise of the World Wide Web. Thus, the Internet Generation usually has no recourse to a memory of (or nostalgia for) a pre-Internet history. The "iGeneration" [2] or "MySpace Generation" [3], as it is also called, takes the Internet for granted as part of the 'natural order of things,' accepting the utility of services such as internet forums, email, Wikipedia, search engines, MySpace, Facebook, imageboards and YouTube.
This emergent media ecosystem is a key factor in the historical formation for this cohort. One can compare this situation to those who grew up with TV versus those for whom TV was a new development (which they could choose to watch or ignore so that the statement "I don't watch TV" becomes a relevant identity marker). Emerging within a paradigm shift that changed how humans relate to each other and how both virtual and real communities form within globalization, the Internet Generation therefore cannot be lumped together with previous generations. The term "iGeneration" (a phrase said to be coined by underground rapper MC Lars) draws from the popularity of technologies such as the iPod and connotes the paradoxical simultaneity of both 'ear bud insularity' and relatively blasé attitudes about the loss of private space since the rise of the Internet and, in particular, YouTube, where Andy Warhol's '15 minutes of fame' prophecy has been literalized. Tellingly, "You" was voted Time Magazine Person of the year for 2006 while YouTube was named Invention of the Year.

New York Magazine's report on the Internet generation emphasized their lack of privacy, expectation of speaking to an audience even in personal communication, and a familiarity with harsh, anonymous criticism.[4] While there is no consensus on what to call this generation, if the terms are combined, there is a pervasive sense in the media that the generation is distinct from Generation Y.[5]
The term "Generation Now" has been used as well,[6] to reflect the urge for instant-gratification that technology has imparted.[7] Other terms that have been used in conjunction with this generation include: 

· Generation M

· Millennials[10] 

· Generation D (for "Digital")[8]

Task C: Answer the following questions.  Be specific in your explanation.  In other words, answer the question, then explain WHY.
How would you define the American Dream for your generation?  
How does this dream compare to that of your parents’ generation?  
Do you feel the American Dream is obtainable or elusive to most people in your generation?  Why?  

� Free internet encyclopedia that anyone can edit.  Because of the lack of formal review of its entries, Wikipedia is questionable as a research source.  For more discussion of the Wikipedia controversy, see the New York Times article �HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2007/02/21/education/21wikipedia.html?ex=1181102400&en=73d06ea9f9d129a0&ei=5070"�“A History Department Bans Citing Wikipedia as a Research Source.”�





