
College Sports 
 

College sports have become incredibly popular in the United States.  Big games air on the most coveted TV 
channels at the most coveted times.  Teams are followed not only by loyal students and alumni, but also by 
diverse fans from across the country.  Major athletic programs bring millions of dollars to university coffers.  Star 
coaches can often earn more than university presidents, making them the highest paid employees on campus.  
Full scholarships are awarded to star athletes because of their athletic prowess rather than their academic 
record.  In some instances, athletes are even given fake grades to help them stay on the team.  Given all of 
this, should colleges continue to support their sports teams? 
 
Read and carefully consider these perspectives.  Each suggests a particular way of thinking about the role of 
athletics at colleges.   
 

Perspective One 
 

 Perspective Two  Perspective Three 

 
Colleges should strongly 

support their sports teams.  
These teams not only 

generate millions of dollars for 
schools, but they also help sell 

prospective students on 
attending the college. 

 

  
Sports have no official place in 

college.  Colleges are institutions 
created for learning, not for 

athletics.  College sports 
compromise academic 

standards and disadvantage 
students who don’t participate. 

  
While college sports play a 
valuable role on university 

campuses, it is important for 
administrators not to lose 
perspective.  That some 

football coaches earn more 
than university presidents, 

for example, is clearly 
wrong. 

 
 

 
Essay Task 

 

Write a unified, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives on the conflict of college 
sports. In your essay, be sure to:  
 

• Analyze and evaluate the perspectives given 
• State and develop your own perspective on the issue 
• Explain the relationship between your perspective and those given 

 
Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial agreement, or wholly 
different. Whatever the case, support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed, persuasive 
examples. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning Your Essay 
Your work on these prewriting pages will not be scored. 

 

Use the space on the back to generate ideas and plan your essay. You may wish to consider the 
following s you think critically about the task: 
 
Strengths and weaknesses of the three given perspectives 

• What insights do they offer, and what do they fail to consider? 
• Why might they be persuasive to others, or why might they fail to persuade? 

 
Your own knowledge, experience, and values 

• What is your perspective on the issue, and what are its strengths and weaknesses? 
• How will you support your perspective in your essay? 


