English 12 - The Things They Carried

Reflection #4 – Fact vs. Fiction

O’Brien mentions the deaths of several of the soldiers before he gives detailed accounts of how and when they died in later stories. Reading “In the Field” and “Field Trip” expands the reader’s understanding of Kiowa’s death and the narrator’s reaction to the events that took place in the field.Yet, in some ways, O’Brien undermines the drama by placing “Good Form” between these two stories. This search for a nebulous (unclear/hazy) and shifting truth provides continuity between the stories and, in some ways, increases the reader’s tension by forcing us to question what is real. O’Brien writes, “It’s time to be blunt. I’m forty-three years old, true, and I’m a writer now, and a long time ago I walked through the Quang Ngai Province as a foot soldier. Almost everything else is invented. But it’s not a game. It’s a form” (179). 


Consider the last few chapters and answer the following questions:
· What is the relationship between truth and fact in The Things They Carried? 
· Why are facts important? 
· How much factual information do we need to understand the truth?
· How might knowing all the factual information about O’Brien’s service in Vietnam hinder us from understanding the book? 
· How does the search for truth enhance the book’s plot?
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