Reflective Narrative:  Introduction
When writing an introduction, you always have three goals you need to accomplish:

1. Catch the reader’s attention with a hook.

2. Make the purpose of your essay clear with a strong thesis statement.

3. Give the reader a roadmap of sorts with an essay plan.

Hook - - - - (MINIMUM: 4 – 5 sentences; can be more) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
1. The hook of a reflective narrative should entertain and educate the reader.  When the sentences entertain, they grab the reader; they get the reader’s attention.  When the sentences educate, they present facts to make it easier for the reader to appreciate the topic.

2. For a hook, you can tell a brief story related to your topic, present facts/statistics, pose a question to the reader, give background information, provide a intriguing “sneak-peak” into part of  your narrative, etc.

In a paragraph about reading textbooks, for example, the following sentences should give you an example of a good start to a hook, but the writer will need to continue on to complete the task:

EX:

Textbooks packed with information are the backbone of many high school and college classes.  Students understand the necessity for this kind of reading but often feel frustrated by their inability to read and remember.  Reading history and science textbooks can be especially challenging.  
Thesis Statement - - -  (MINIMUM: 1 sentence; can be more) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
1. To write a strong thesis statement, you will need to use a Step Up To Writing topic sentence pattern #1 T.S.  Doing this will help you to write a clear, strong sentence.  

2. What is the purpose of this sentence?  Simply, it is to let the reader know what the essay is about.

Use an Occasion/Position Statement to write this sentence.  The occasion introduces your reason for writing, and the position states what you plan to prove or explain.  An occasion/position statement begins with one of the following words or phrases:

In order that

Before

As

While

Whether

Even if

If


So that

Even though
When

Until


As if

Because

After

Whenever
Although
Even


Where

Wherever

Though
As long as
Unless

As soon as

Since

*This type of sentence should ALWAYS contain a comma!
EX:

Even though my vacation abroad was not the fun experience I planned, I learned many lessons that I will carry with me throughout my entire life.
Because of my strong relationship with my sister and what she has taught me, I am a better person today.
Essay Plan - - - (MINIMUM: 1 sentence; can be more)- - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The essay plan is a sentence that tells the reader what specifically you will discuss in the essay. Note: the essay plan is different from the thesis statement. 
Your essay plan should be similar to the following examples: 

EX #1: 
Reading textbooks can become easier and more rewarding when students use two basic comprehension strategies:  study guides and mastering new vocabulary.

EX #2:
From her [my sister], I learned how to handle myself in difficult situations, how to laugh at myself, and how to be a better friend.
Write your introduction in the following space:
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