Self-Reliance & Aphorisms				Name: ______________________________________________
An aphorism is a brief statement, usually one sentence long, which expresses a general truth about life.                              For example: “Honesty is the best policy.”
Part I: Emerson’s Self- Reliance
Using the Table below, identify three aphorisms that Emerson states in his essay, Self-Reliance. Then summarize the general principle or truth (the lesson) that he reveals in each one you identified. 
	Aphorism from Self-Reliance
	Summarize principle/truth/lesson

	







	

	







	

	







	



Part II: Aphorism Application
Follow the steps below to complete the writing portion of this assignment  (on back). 
Paragraph #1: 
· Step #1: Describe what Transcendentalism is.
· Step #2: Summarize what Self-Reliance was about.
Paragraph #2: 
· Step #1: Define what an aphorism is in your own words.
· Step #2: Identify your favorite aphorism from Emerson’s Self-Reliance.
· Step #3: Explain why you chose the aphorism and what it means to you.
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