Name: _____________________________________________ Hour: ____________

The Great Gatsby 

SHORT ANSWER STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

Chapter 1

1. What do we learn about Nick Carraway in the introductory section of the novel?
2. In discussing East Egg and West Egg, Nick states: “To the wingless a more arresting phenomenon is their dissimilarity in every particular except shape and size.” Describe the “dissimilarities” between the two.
	East Egg
	West Egg

	
	


3. Describe the homes of Nick, Gatsby, and the Buchanans. Explain how each home reflects the personality of its owner?
	Nick Caraway
	Tom & Daisy Buchanan
	Jay Gatsby

	
	
	


4. When asked about her daughter Daisy says, “I hope she’ll be a fool – that’s the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool.”  What occurred in Daisy’s past that would make her say this?

5. Though we do not meet Gatsby until Chapter 3, we hear references to him in the conversations of others. With textual evidence, note each reference. What impressions do you get?
6. Character Analysis: Chapter 1

· Name of Character: ​​Daisy Buchanan

· Character Quote:_________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Explanation of Quote: :______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Best Characteristic:________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Worst Characteristic: :_______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Role in novel up to this point: :__________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Symbol Analysis: The Color White
“They were both in white, and their dresses were rippling and fluttering as if they had just been blown back in after a short flight…” (8).
· What does white usually represent? ______________________________
· What does it mean in the quote’s context? __________________________
____________________________________________________

Chapter 2

8. How does Myrtle describe her marriage? What does she seem to be trying to justify?
9. What does the scene in this New York apartment reveal about Tom? About Myrtle?
10. Character Analysis: Chapter 2
· Name of Character: Myrtle Wilson

· Character Quote:_________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Explanation of Quote: :______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Best Characteristic:________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Worst Characteristic: :_______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Role in novel up to this point: :__________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Symbol Analysis: The Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg
“The eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg are blue and gigantic-their retinas are one yard high.  They look out of no face, but, instead, from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles which pass over a non-existent nose” (23).

· Literally, what are the Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg? ________________________
· Figuratively, what are the Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg? ______________________
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Chapter 3

12. Chapter 3 describes Gatsby’s “little party.” Describe…

	The Party
	The Guests
	Conversations/Behavior of Guests

	
	
	


13. At the end of Chapter 3, Nick meets Jordan again. The author includes several episodes that emphasize her carelessness and basic dishonesty. Discuss these instances. 
· What do they reveal about Jordan? 
· About Nick?
14. Reread the last paragraph in Chapter 3. Why does Nick describe himself this way? 

15. Character Analysis: Chapter 3
· Name of Character: Jay Gatsby

· Character Quote:_________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Explanation of Quote: :______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Best Characteristic:________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Worst Characteristic: :_______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Role in novel up to this point: :__________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Symbol Analysis: The Uncut Books in Gatsby’s Study
Reread the end of page 45.
· What do the uncut books represent? ______________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

