Huckleberry Finn 



Name: _____________________________________

Study & Discussion Guide


Hour:  _____________________________________
Chapters 8-14
Vocabulary Terms

8. fantod –

9. hophead – 

10. peart – 

11. contrived – 

12. berth – 

13. sponduilcks – 

14. harem – 

Chapter 8
1. Why are people firing a cannon over the water?
2. What is the reason for floating bread down the river?
3. Why does Huck scare Jim?
4. Why has Jim run away?
5. Why is the chapter entitled, “I Spare Miss Watson’s Jim”?
6. Is there any difference between the superstition of Huck and the superstition of Jim?
7. The functions of chapter 8 are to: 

a. Bring Huck and Jim together as twin protagonists representing escape

b. To add color of time and place through language and description of customs

c. To establish the character of Jim.  
What does this chapter suggest about civilization?
8. At this point, how would you describe Huck’s attitude toward Jim?
Chapter 9
1. Why is there a house floating down the rifer?

2. What do Huck and Jim find in the house?

Chapter 10
1. How does the snake come to be in Jim’s blanket?
2. What does Jim do for the snakebite?

3. What does Huck’s reaction show about him?

4. Why does Huck dress up like a girl?
Chapter 11
1. What information does Huck get from Mrs. Judith Loftus?
2. What story does Huck tell Mrs. Loftus when she sees through his disguise?

3. What three things does Huck do that show that he is a boy?

4. Why do Huck and Jim leave Jackson’s Island?
Chapter 12
1. Describe the raft and the life Huck and Jim lead when alone on it.
2. How do Huck and Jim get food?
3. Why are Huck and Jim able to feel comfortable about borrowing things?

4. Why does Huck insist on boarding the Walter Scott?

5. Who are Bill, Jake and Turner?

6. What do Bill and Jake decide to do with Turner?

7. What terrible discovery does Jim make at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 13
1. Huck and Jim escape from the Walter Scott in the lifeboat, leaving the murderers trapped on the wreck.  How does Huck feel about leaving them?
2. How does his concern differ from the widow’s?

3. How does Huck try to help the murderers?

4. What happens to the murderers?

Chapter 14
1. Why does Jim decide that he doesn’t want any more adventures?

2. Why does Jim “take no stock in…Sollerman bein de wises’ man dat ever live’”?

3. Why does Huck decide that it is useless to argue with him?

4. Is Mark Twain expressing opinions through Jim or Huck?  

